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PARENTS CAN AVOID ROADBLOCKS TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS





@  ETHS      U •P• D• A• T• E





Sometimes, accidentally or on purpose, students put up a roadblock that makes academic success hard to achieve. Smart parents will be prepared to remove these roadblocks and help students motor down the road to academic success.


Here are some common roadblocks and how to work remove them.





“I don’t have homework / We never have homework / I finished it at school”


This statement, like many of the ones below, are often legitimately spoken by students with A’s and B’s. However, most parents do not concern themselves much with the day-to-day study habits of A and B students. 


Students with grades of C and below, however, may be placing roadblocks to their learning. If this may be the case with your student and you hear this quote, in classes where it’s appropriate (like math), ask the student to bring home the text and all complete or incomplete work every day. 


With the text, require a quick list of what happened in class that day and the homework assigned. You can ask a teacher to initial this if you don’t think you might be getting the straight story. Each night you can verify the statements above because you will have text, work completed by the student and the assignment. 


Be prepared to provide positive or negative consequences if the book and work don’t come home every night, because without the text, student work and assignment, you are a roadblock victim. By the way, while the work is home you can check it for completeness, even if you know nothing about the subject in which it was assigned. If the assignment is questions 1-20 and Rex has 1-12 done, the work is not done. 





“The teacher never explains how to do things / The teacher doesn’t know how to do it”


Check first to see if this is an ongoing problem or is a reference to an indecent where the teacher got a problem wrong or goofed a definition.  


If you are told this is an ongoing problem, say it sounds serious and that since you don’t want poor teaching to get in the way of your student’s learning, you would like to confirm the information you have been told with the teacher. 


If the teacher confirms the information, perhaps it’s time for a visit with the assistant principal. If the teacher denies the reports, but you are suspicious, call the assistant principal—but do so only after you have discussed the issue with the teacher.





“The work is so easy I’ll just finish it tomorrow before class”


Students with B’s or A’s can generally make this statement as an indication of successful time management. Students will C’s or lower may not be finishing at all or may be doing so in too much of a hurry to make this anything but a roadblock.


 C’s and below should require all work be done the night before it is due, never on the same day.





“The work is so hard, I’ll never get it.”


This roadblock is a wonderful way to not every try to get it or is another way of saying “it feels like I will never get it.”  First, ask what is so hard. Chances are you will get “I don’t know”


This is a toughie because if a student doesn’t know what is so hard, it is hard to say it will never be “gotten.” Asking why work is so hard might also yield one of the other roadblocks, a sure sign the conversation is more about motivation than comprehension. 


If the parent and the student truly believe this statement is true, especially in required classes like algebra, a trip to the guidance office to seek alternative classes or schools is perhaps in order.





“All the other kids feel the same way/are doing the same thing.”


If this is true and all of the other kids’ parents follow the roadblock-removing rules here, things will definitely get better or get fixed. 


Since only one name is placed on each diploma or report card, other kids have no bearing on this situation. Lots of other kids do lots of other things that parents easily dismiss as not applicable to their child. 





“I’ve had so much work from other classes that I forgot.”


See “ I don’t have homework.”





“I understood it when I did the homework, but when it came to the test I just blanked.”


Plan to give practice tests at home to reduce anxiety and prove that understanding has taken place. Teachers can provide suggestions on how to prepare at-home pre-tests or provide additional help or practice tests during tutorial periods.











“The teacher doesn’t like me.”


Although it’s probably not true, it’s always possible. Most teachers like their students, but definitely do not like poor classroom behavior. Inquire if the dislike is a personal issue or a behavioral issue. “The teacher gave me detention for just saying one word” is a possibility, but what may be missing is “after I have been repeatedly warned to be silent.” 


If you have suspicions of a personal dislike that is spilling over into academic success, call the teacher and discuss the issue, but be ready to presents some specifics. Even as adults, when we think a person does not like us, we have clues than can be discussed.





“The teacher’s too busy to help me/ won’t help me.”


`If this means the student can’t get help the minute he wants it or isn’t first doing his part to prepare for learning, this isn’t a true statement. “The teacher won’t explain it to me after I wasn’t listening or because I didn’t want to reference the text” might be what you are hearing. 


Ask for details based on the last sentences and if you need to talk to the teacher, do so.





“I’ll never use this stuff so why should I learn it / The class isn’t fun.” 


Whatever you do, don’t ask why on this one. It’s a trap. The more you ask why the more you will be given all of the reasons you had for not learning when you were in school. 


You can ask why if you are looking for a more defined roadblock to deal with, which may actually be hiding behind this statement. 


If you are, however, actually convinced that your student will never need what he is learning, consider a talk with the teacher about the relevance of the class and the School Board’s reasons for requesting the teacher present the disputed material.


As for fun, perhaps you could remind your student that although going to work is fun for some adults, it is seldom fun all of the time. School is preparation for work.





“The teacher lost my work.” 


Only one way to get around this one—call the teacher. But don’t do that until your student confirms lost work with the teacher and sees what should be done next.  Usually that is the last you will hear of the issue. If the teacher does confirm to your student that he or she lost the work (as opposed to “is lost, presumably by the teacher”), but does not present a plan, then it is time to call the teacher.





“I did all of the work; I don’t know how I got that poor grade.”


First, have the student ask the teacher to explain how the grade was achieved and have the student report back to you. Next, if necessary, ask the student how well “all of the work” was done and see if there may be a new understanding of “how well” work has to be done to get a good grade.





“The class is so boring I just can’t learn.”


Don’t simply ask why (see “I’ll never use this stuff”) Consider this is a relative of you saying “ this job is so boring, I just can’t work.” As an employed adult, you can take it from there.





“None of your business.”


Consider how long you would be willing to support your child if poor grades lead to no diploma or a lack of skills that would not allow him to support himself. Take it from there.
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