English / Archer

REVISING an EXPOSITORY PARAGRAPH

Follow these handy steps to make sure the revision you are doing on your work is so thorough that you can’t help but get a great final grade.

1) Choose the piece of work to be revised, based on instructions given by your supervisor. Carefully examine the directions for the assignment and the writing prompt. Be sure you have actually attended to them both.

2) Examine the topic sentence. The subject and the focus should be clear. As you read the work again, make sure that you stayed in focus. If not, revise!

3) Make sure that the paragraph contains at least THREE clear examples that back up your topic sentence. If it doesn’t, revise! 

4) Make sure that your paper contains at least two sentences of EVIDENCE for each example you have presented. If it doesn’t, revise!

5) Check for a CONCLUSION. Does it summarize the paragraph without giving new information? If not, revise!

6) If your structure is in place, search your paper for places to be more VIVID. Add colors, sounds, dialogue, tastes, smells, textures, places, names and specifics.

 7) Make sure you have not started off writing vividly and then became a sloppy finisher. Keep vividness consistent.

 8) Pay special attention to the advice to PROOFREAD for SPELLING AND GRAMMAR.

9) REWRITE your revised version, attaching your original copy to the back of the new copy. Make sure you have used INK and put a proper heading on the paper.

 10) Do a last-minute proofreading of the paper, looking for spelling or grammar errors that can be neatly corrected.

11) Turn in the paper with pride, feeling like you have done the best job that you could in the time that you reasonably had to work. 

12) Get the paper back as soon as it arrives in the returned work box and make sure you understand the comments and grade assigned. If not, ask questions to learn for next time.
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