English/Archer 

PREWRITING A MULTI-PARAGRAPH ESSAY

Once a student can produce an expository paragraph in the 11-sentence EX/EV/EV format, making a transition to a quality multi-paragraph essay is fairly simple. Use the outline and tips below to prepare the prewiting of a multi-paragraph essay.

> THE TOPIC:__________________________
[tip: Sometimes the teacher will just give a broad topic that needs to be focused into a thesis statement, but most of the time, a writing prompt will provide specific instructions for the thesis or the thesis will be provided by the teacher]

> THE THESIS STATEMENT:________________________________________ 

[tip: The thesis statement goes at the end of the introductory paragraph. The thesis statement is like a topic sentence for the essay and should be written with a subject and focus, just like the topic sentence of a paragraph]

> LIST TOPIC SENTENCES THAT WILL PROVE THE THESIS:

1)

2)

3)

[tip: The topic sentences of an essay function just like the EXAMPLES that back up the topic sentence of a paragraph]

> BODY PARAGRAPH OUTLINES

[tip: The number of body paragraphs will be determined by the thesis statement or directions/prompt for the essay.]

Topic Sentence #1_________________________________

 EXample

      EVidence

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV

Topic Sentence #2_________________________________

 EXample

      EVidence

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV                                                                                                

Topic Sentence #3_________________________________

 EXample

      EVidence

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV

• The INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH is best written after the thesis and body outline is completed. It contains a couple of “hook” sentences and uses the THEIS as the last sentence of the paragraph. You can jot down ideas here:

• The  CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH summarizes the major points and resupports the thesis.

======PREWRITING TEMPLATE FOR A MULTI-PARAGRAPH ESSAY=====

> THE THESIS STATEMENT:________________________________________ 

> LIST TOPIC SENTENCES THAT WILL PROVE THE THESIS:

1)

2)

3)

> BODY PARAGRAPH OUTLINES

[tip: The number of body paragraphs will be determined by the thesis statement or directions/prompt for the essay.]

Topic Sentence #1_________________________________

 EXample

      EVidence

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV

Topic Sentence #2_________________________________

 EXample

      EVidence

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV                                                                                                

Topic Sentence #3_________________________________

 EXample

      EVidence

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV

 EX

      EV

      EV
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