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Be fully preparedYour math text, plenty of paper and writing utensils are needed every day. Some kids have skated along by borrowing from the teacher or another student. Don’t even think about it. Every night before bed, check your backpack to make sure you have at leat 20 sheets of paper, your book and pencils to use in class. And don’t leave materials in your locker or grab the wrong book. It only takes a second to ask yourself what classes you are about to attend and check to make sure you have the right book. Classroom thinking should begin long before you enter the door.


Get focused in class


	Once the teacher begins class, all important business about social matters must be put on hold. Don’t think of classtime as a place to catch up on news. Use the few minutes before class starts and your breaks for chatting. Force yourself to focus on what is being taught. Poor choices about what time to go to bed or how little relevance you can see for doing a particular task are not excuses, just like they are not at your parents’ job.





Ask questions in class


	If you are focused, you will track concepts more easily and if you are not tracking, your questions will be more timely. Make sure to ask a question as soon as you have one. Learning math is a team effort and your teacher can’t help you better understand if you aren’t communicating.





Do homework before heading home


	Most every Algebra 1a class includes a time to begin homework before the conclusion of class. Whether there are 7 or 27 minutes in this time, start working. Use proper format and show your work. Don’t assume you’ll just shut the book, chat with friends and then do the work at home. Beginning work in class allows you to begin the important practice that makes concepts stick. Plus, if you are having problems, you can ask questions that matter right away.





Really do the homework


	Untold numbers of students feel that if they just put a bunch of numbers on the page, they are doing homework. This is especially tempting if homework is graded with a check or collected as a packet. Really doing the work (not faking or copying it) will make sure that you really understand the concepts that you are supposed to.





Take book and homework home every day


	Even if you have finished all of your homework, take the book and paper home every day. There are two reasons for this: first to show your parents that you have completed the work or have them check your work (if they are willing) or second, to make a five minute review of the work you did as an excellent way to make new learning stick.


	


Use the answers in the back of the book


	As you work on homework, use the odd answers in the back of the book to help you see if you are on the right track. If answers are not correct, don’t just blindly move ahead. Find out what you are doing wrong.





Look back in the book for help


Get in the habit of looking back into the section just taught or other previous sections if you need help. A teacher is a wonderful resource, but an even more wonderful resource is your mind if it knows how to use the book as a teaching tool. Using the book sections are especially helpful for spotting word and concepts that you might not remember from class.





Teach your parents how to help you


	Not all parents are able or willing to help you with algebra work. The ones who are will need your specific help on the best way to help you. If you just want the even answers checked (you can check the odds) and no other comments, say so. Remember, too, that if mom or dad have a “different way” of doing something, it will still help you get the correct answer. In cases where the mom or dad  method conflicts with your teacher, bring it up in class and get things straightened out. Don’t wait until days have passed and then blame a problem on mom or dad.





Plan to ask questions the next day


	Mark the questions that stumped you (and/or your parents) and make sure to find out the answers and the process the very next day. Don’t assume you’ll somehow magically “get it” if you wait a few days.
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(continued on page 3)





The number of students who do poorly in many math classes seems to increase every year. In most cases, students’ poor performance is not related to an inability to grasp algebra concepts, but failure to practice these concepts during homework assignments or to properly prepare for tests. So as this year begins, let’s take a moment to make sure that what’s ahead for students enrolled in this math class is overwhelming success!
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Tips for STUDENTS (continued)























Untold numbers of students feel that if they just put a bunch of numbers on the page, they are doing homework.
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Be Prepared


Your math text, plenty of paper and writing utensils are needed every day. Some kids have skated along by borrowing from the teacher or another student. Don’t even think about it. Every night before bed, check your backpack to make sure you have at least 20 sheets of paper, your book and pencils to use in class. And don’t leave materials in your locker or grab the wrong book. It only takes a second to ask yourself what classes you are about to attend and check to make sure you have the right book. Classroom thinking should begin long before you enter the door.





Get focused in class


Once the teacher begins class, all important business about social matters must be put on hold. Don’t think of classtime as a place to catch up on news. Use the few minutes before class starts and your breaks for chatting. Force yourself to focus on what is being taught. Poor choices about what time to go to bed or how little relevance you                             can see for doing a particular task are not excuses, just like they are not at your parents’ job.


Ask questions in class or tutorial


	If you are focused, you will track concepts more easily and if you are not tracking, your questions will be more timely. Make sure to ask a question as soon as you have one. Learning math is a team effort and your teacher can’t help you better understand if you aren’t communicating.


Do homework before heading home


	Most every math class includes a time to begin homework before the conclusion of class. Whether there are 7 or 27 minutes in this time, start working. Use proper format and show your work. Don’t assume you’ll just shut the book, chat with friends and then do the work at home. Beginning work in class allows you to begin the important practice that makes concepts stick. Plus, if you are having problems, you can ask questions that matter right away.





Really do the homework


	Untold numbers of students feel that if they just put a bunch of numbers on the page, they are doing homework. This is especially tempting if homework is graded with a check or collected as a packet. Really doing the work (not faking or copying it) will make sure


that you really understand the concepts that you are supposed to.


	         (continued on page 4)


Take book and homework home every day


	Even if you have finished all of your homework, take the book and paper home every day. There are two reasons for this: first to show your parents that you have completed the work or have them check your work (if they are willing) or second, to make a five minute review of the work you did as an excellent way to make new learning stick.





Use the answers in the back of the book


	As you work on homework, use the answers in the back of the book to help you see if you are on the right track. If answers are not correct, don’t just blindly move ahead. Find out what you are doing wrong and if you can’t figure out what’s wrong, call a friend or be ready to ask a question at the beginning of class the next day.


Look back in the book for help


Get in the habit of looking back into the section just taught or other previous sections if you need help. A teacher is a wonderful resource, but an even more wonderful resource is your mind if it knows how to use the book as a teaching tool. Using the book sections are especially helpful for spotting word and concepts that you might not remember from class.


Teach your parents how to help you


	Not all parents are able or willing to help you with algebra work. The ones who are will need your specific help on the best way to help you. If you just want the answers checked (you can check the ones in the book) and no other comments, say so. Remember, too, that if mom or dad have a “different way” of doing something, it will still help you get the correct answer. In cases where the mom or dad method conflicts with your teacher, bring it up in class and get things straightened out. Don’t wait until days have passed and then blame a problem on mom or dad.


Plan to ask questions the next day


	Mark the questions that stumped you (and/or your parents) and make sure to find out the answers and the process the very next day. Don’t assume you’ll somehow magically “get it” if you wait a few days.








Success Tips for PARENTS


Do your reading


All parents should read the material (like this) that pertains to the class in which their student is enrolled. It’s often a blizzard to tackle at the start of the year, but in the long run, the information provided can really help. In the case of this communication, be sure to read the tips given for students, too!


Choose your level of involvement with homework


In the ideal world, parents never have to monitor homework of


assist with assignments. Kids always know the work given, practice accordingly and get great grades. In some cases, (continued on page 2) Tips for PARENTS


(continued)


as long as a student’s grades remain in an agreed upon “acceptable zone” parents maintain a hands off policy (which, isn’t such a bad thing because it may help foster individual discipline and accountability). 


However, if your student has been known to struggle or bring home grades that don’t match your agreed upon standards, you may need to be more involved with the process of learning.


	Many parents  assume that they have to know something about math to help a student be successful in a math class. Not true at all. Think about it. It’s the teacher’s job to ensure the on-track student grasps new concepts and assign an opportunity to practice new skills. 


In most cases, this is easily done in class or during tutorial period. In some cases, though, students may need more individual attention to learning than the teacher can provide. In these cases, parents may want to make arrangements for tutoring. You can find out about tutoring resources from the guidance department at your school. 


But remember, parents can be very instrumental in a student’s success in math without ever tackling the subject matter. Keep reading:


Ask to see work every night


	If it’s a policy in your house that both math book and work come home every night, you’ll never have to deal with “I forgot the book tonight” or “We didn’t have homework” 





Tips for PARENTS  (from page 2) 





(when we really did).  This policy will  allow you to get a good grip on the amount and quality of work is being done. (Remember that you’ll need to establish a positive or negative consequence in relation to getting the book and work home every night.) On nights when homework is already complete, you can check work (see below). On nights where there is not homework, you might choose to give a quick quiz or review (also see below). On nights where the student is left with unanswered questions, you make a note to follow up the next night to make sure the questions were answered.





Make sure work is complete and correct.


	Most teachers will require the assignment to be listed at the top of the homework sheet (i.e. section 3.2 numbers 1-10, 14, 17 and 20). If you look at your student’s work and see nice looking work that stops at problem 9, the student has more work to do. If you can’t find the assignment on your student’s paper or assignment notebook, insist that it accompany the book home every night so you will not be in the dark about the assignment. Once the work is complete, if you are familiar with the subject, you might want to check work especially carefully. Remember, though, that even if you know nothing about the subject matter, the answers to many problems are in the back of the book and you can make sure that correct answers are being obtained by the student. (You would be amazed at the number of students who turn in work without ever checking to see if answers are correct—hence the reminder to them in the student section of this communication).


	It might seem trivial, but if parents were to check for complete and correct work each night, classroom achievement would skyrocket.


Consider regular quizzes


	Making sure that concepts and skills stick with a student is important and teachers often give quizzes for this purpose. You can do the same at home with occasional quizzes. Choose a problem from the book or from homework and see if your student can make the grade. Choose a problem so you can find the answer in the back of the book. Remember, you don’t have to know anything about algebra or basic math to pick an problem and see if your student can get the answer.


Consider a gradebook at home


	If your student is teetering between an acceptable grade and an unacceptable one, you will probably be requesting regular progress reports from the teacher. You might also consider a running log of grades at home. Make a column to show homework that you saw complete and test scores as they are given. This “at home” grade book is a great tool to use when communicating with the teacher or student about performance in a class and matching your log with online grade reporting.





Communicate with the teacher


	Good teachers consider a student’s education to be a team effort in which student, parent and teacher have a specific role. If you have questions about how things are coming along, please do not hesitate to contact the teacher. Teachers would rather return a call or email to a parent who is concerned than to track down one who apparently is not.
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