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Pronoun Agreement I

Pronouns, as you know, stand in for nouns or point back to the last noun mentioned, often the subject of a sentence 

Madison wanted to upgrade her phone is a sentence that shows how pronouns work. When we use pronouns, it is important to make sure agree in the proper way. For example, although she is a pronoun, we make sure that in the sentence above that the possessive pronoun her is used because the phone belongs to Madison. If we wanted to talk about Madison without mentioning her name, we would use she at the beginning of the sentence instead of Madison’s name. (She wanted to upgrade her phone.) 

When a sentence contains an grammatically tricky subject or two pronouns that must agree with each other, errors in agreement can be made. Sometimes the sentence sounds fine to our ears, but it is not grammatically correct.

The boys took their books from their lockers sounds good and is grammatically correct. Each of the boys took their books from their lockers sounds good to most persons, but IS NOT grammatically correct. (Keep reading to find out why).

Being alert to accepted rules for pronoun agreement will help you from making grammatical mistakes.

ALERT #1

The pronouns below are considered singular (even if they sound plural) and require a singular pronoun to agree:

each 

either

 
one 


no one 

no body 

 

anyone 
anybody 

everything 

someone 

somebody 

nothing
something 

everyone 

everybody 

everything

> Someone lost his coat on the bus is correct

> Someone lost their keys in the auditorium is NOT correct.

The pronouns below are considered plural and require a plural pronoun to agree:

several 
 both 

many 
few

Both of the women drove their cars to work is correct.
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The pronouns below may be singular or plural, depending on whether or not what they are referring to can be counted:




some 

any 

all 

most

> Some of the cars lost their license plates in the tornado is correct because cars can be counted.

> Some of the jewelry lost its shine is correct because jewelry can’t be counted.

> All of the pieces of jewelry lost their shine is correct because pieces of jewelry can be counted.

A simple rule here is whatever the pronoun is talking about can be counted, use a matching plural pronoun.
ALERT #2

If a prepositional phrase separates the subject of a sentence and a pronoun, don’t pay attention to words in the prepositional phrase when matching the subject and a pronoun.

Each of the cans of tomatoes lost its label is correct.

One of the men lost their coat is not correct. 

The sentence should read One of the men lost his coat.
Pronouns must also agree with verbs in a sentence, but we’ll take that grammar camping trip in the future.
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