El Toro High School

To: Algebra 1 students

From: Mr. Archer, your guide

Subject: Algebra commando rules
Date: November 2008

Below are the rules we discussed to help you solve equations, based on the story presented in class.

1) Your objective is to get the variable ALONE and POSTIVE on one side of the security fence. Numbers and other variables stay on the other side.

2) Determine what goons are holding the key variable hostage and use OPPOSITE OPERATIONS to remove them.

3) WHATCHA do to one side of the fence, do to the other.

4) Always MAMAS (make a move and simplify)

5) Rescue the key variable LAST. Remove the goons farthest away first and always clear out the first floor before moving upstairs.

6) Keep the “subtraction is just adding the opposite” rule handy when subtraction is taking place. This will keep you from getting confused.

7) Remember the invisible “1” in front of variables sitting alone and lonely grouping symbols, especially after a subtraction sign in front of  parentheses.

8) If the key variable is on both sides of the fence, use opposite operations to assemble it on one side of the equals sign before using commando rules

Please do not hesitate to contact me right away if I can be of help with this story method of learning how to solve equations.
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