
El Toro High School's unique learning environment

for 9th grade advancement

To: FAA students and parents

From: Ron Archer, instructor

Subject: FAA class assumptions and policies

Date: September 2010

El Toro High School’s Freshman Academic Advantage (FAA) is an innovative program designed to help students improve academic achievement by the careful placement of students in a focused, block-scheduled environment.

Students are chosen for the program using multiple measures that included test scores, grades and other academic records. It is imperative to remember that the FAA program is not an intervention or remediation program, but an innovative way for selected college prep students to increase academic achievement.

     FAA contains the same curriculum of our college preparatory classes, but is formatted and delivered in a way that is designed for academic success and a productive high school experience. Students in FAA are enrolled in English 1 and Algebra 1, just like the hundreds of our freshman students, but FAA classes are blocked, meaning taught back-to-back in the daily schedule and by the same instructor. This allows for creative and effective blending of curriculum, not only for mastery, but for reinforcement. 


The memo you are reading discusses details and policies related to each of the two subjects that comprise the program.  

The English 1 curriculum includes a survey of authors, themes styles of world literature that focuses on genres. The curriculum also includes a variety of writing assignments designed to boost academic writing skills and explore writing as a
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method of self-expression and reflection. A variety of oral presentations are also 

part the English 1 curriculum. Assuming that beyond a formal education is a full-time job and that higher-paying jobs are usually connected to higher-level technical or business skills, the English 1 class places an emphasis on reading, writing, speaking, listening and research skills that will not only promote success in formal education, but the working world as well. 

  The Algebra 1 curriculum focuses on operations with numbers, solving and graphic algebraic equations and laying a foundation for more advanced math study. Generally, the content of the first three chapters of the book is review, but brand new algebra concepts are quickly added to the mix.

KEY ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT FAA AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS:

1) It is an assumption of the program that students will understand and engage in classroom behavior that promotes learning for all students. This includes on-task behavior and content focus. Students also have the responsibility to develop the discipline necessary to sustain practice that leads to mastery. One of the many roles of a teacher is to introduce, explain, assign and evaluate work produced by students. Each class assignment should have a specific and easily explained goal and process. Parents have the responsibility to encourage students to complete assignments with integrity and to ask questions about assignments or concepts that they do not understand. Parents do not have the responsibility to help students with the content of homework, but may choose to assume some of it if they feel it is appropriate. At this grade level, content discussions are most appropriate between students and teacher. 
2) The academic grade of a student should never be a mystery to the student or a parent. It is the student's job to understand the assignments given, ask questions about the evaluation or his or her work and be able to explain the total grade and missing or poor work to parents. Parents, teachers and students should work together as a team during the year, which requires appropriate and consistent communication.
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3) Learning is always more important than getting good grades, but authentic learning usually also results in good grades. If grades are a high priority to either students or parents, research has shown that students with the characteristics below are on track for high grades:


1. have regular attendance


2. earn A’s and B’s on composition assignments and math tests


3. proficiently use formats assigned for papers (i.e. MLA) and clearly show steps in math homework


4. take initiative when solving math, English and class problems


5. read or study for at least 25 minutes with unbroken comprehension and satisfactory long-term comprehension


6. demonstrate appropriate inquisitiveness


7. study for vocabulary, reading and math tests


8. generally miss less than 20% of all class work


9. follow written and verbal directions in relation to assignments and classroom behavior


10. demonstrate an understanding of the role of education and initiative in life’s successes

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

homework

Students should set aside time for homework each night, depending on the amount of work not completed in class or the amount of time a student needs to study for exams or complete work assigned for a future date. The exact number of minutes will vary from student to student. 

grading policy

Grading for each class of the semester is determined by a percentage scale based the traditional 90/80/70/60 model. There are basically three kinds of assignments that comprise the grade totals for the class:

    > Objectively graded work, like vocab tests, reading quizzes and algebra exams.

    > Subjectively graded work, such as compositions, projects and oral reports,  which are graded to an established rubric (grading standards outline). The rubric for each assignment will be given with the assignment (or can be easily assumed). Grades for final compositions usually correspond to a rubric distributed at the start of the year so students may more accurately judge the quality of their work before it is returned from evaluation. Subjectively graded composition assignments that initially receive traditional letter grades will have the letter grades converted to points based on an announced scale to keep our computerized grade program happy.
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    > Process work   Since it is impossible to grade each assignment in relation to all conventions of written English (spelling, grammar, structure, style) or check the work on every math homework problem, not all work turned in will be evaluated completely. Some work, like spelling/vocabulary homework, composition practice work or algebra homework is given for the purpose of general practice and process toward summative assessments. This work will often be graded for completion only. Any practice work of this sort will be graded with a check (full credit), check minus (70% credit) or NC (no credit) marking. The checks are converted to a point value when entered into the grade book. To encourage frequent writing, students will often be given one or more assignment graded for credit only and have only their choice of best (and often revised) work fully evaluated for composition credit.






more about grading policies 

Each assignment turned in must have an appropriate format conforming the to the styles taught at the beginning of the year. The reasons that students must learn the discipline of format and process will be explained at the beginning of the year (hint: name tags and medicines). Consequently, assignments without a proper heading may not receive full credit. Assignments for English 1 not completed in ink will receive no credit. Algebra assignments may be presented in pen or pencil. 

more about Algebra homework 

Algebra homework assignments will be given regularly, usually corresponding to a section of the textbook and just before tests. Not all algebra homework assignments will be collected for grading. The number of homework assignments collected for grading will depend on the status of current workloads. 

Algebra homework assignments are graded for correctness and completeness. During class, correct answers to all homework problems will be provided, allowing students to measure their proficiency with new or review concepts and ask questions they might have about new work. While checking the answers given in class against their homework assignments, students are expected to cross out any wrong answers they have created and simply replace them with the correct answers. This allows students to get a sense of how much review work might be needed on that section or to generate questions at that point. Students who show incorrect answers crossed out and correct answers written in their place are halfway to receiving full credit on math homework assignments. 

The other half of the grade concerns completeness. Students also to need complete all assigned problems and show all steps used to secure answers to receive full credit for their homework. 70% credit (shown by a check minus at the top of the page) or no credit will be given to assignments that fail to show correct answers (the steps to get the answers need not be corrected, if the student does not wish to do so) or fail to show all work was completed or fail to show the steps necessary to determine correct answers.
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extra credit

Per quarter, only one formal extra credit assignment in English 1 and Algebra 1 will be given for the purposes of makeup or incentive. Students who fail to turn in assignments that cannot be made up must be especially alert to the extra credit assignment given each quarter. On occasion, opportunities will be given for students to earn small amounts of extra points if they choose to take assignments to a higher level, but these opportunities are unscheduled and should not to be depended upon to influence a grade.

late work

    Late work will be collected according to District policy. If a student is absent for an excused reason on the day a regular assignment is due, the assignment should be delivered to school that day or be turned in at the beginning of the period during which the student returns to school.  As per our District policy, certain assignments are considered "term." These assignments will be designated as such and are due on a specified day, regardless of illness or absence. At the teacher's discretion, a note from a parent may be required in order for an assignment to be accepted for credit. Other than these exceptions, work may not be turned in late for full or reduced credit.

make-up work

     It  is the  absent student's responsibility to request  and complete make-up  work. Assignments given on the day a student is absent must be requested by the student on the day the student returns to class. This is a key point that parents can encourage their students to observe carefully. Due dates for these assignments will be given to the student at that time. It is recommended that each student engage a "work partner" who can be trusted to accurately record any assignments and directions given in the event of absence in order to supplement information gathered from the instructor.                    

collecting and reflecting about work

   Students should regularly collect returned work from the returned-work boxes in the classroom. No work should be thrown away. All work should be kept in a folder in the classroom or with the student, at home or in a school notebook.  Reflection about writing, reading and algebra progress is a key part of the course and collected work will be part of portfolios and assignments given. Students should not hesitate to seek additional or clarifying feedback about work returned to them. Making sure that all comments on written work are clearly understood is not only valuable for authentic learning, but imperative for academic success.
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tardiness

Under regular circumstances, students not inside the classroom when the bell rings will be counted tardy. A copy of the school tardy policy can be found in the ETHS student handbook
questions/information

If you have any questions as the year progresses, please do not hesitate to email me, call the FAA program telephone number or call the school and leave a message. Email is best, if available to you. Our program number is best for calling because our school message system is sometime slow in delivering messages.


>My email address is archerr@svusd.org  (don’t forget the third “r” in the name before the @ symbol). 


> The FAA program phone number is (949) 478-4FAA  (4322).


> The phone number at the school is (949) 586-6333  ext 6201. 


>The class website  (http://faa.aj2.us) contains a wealth of information about selected assignments, deadlines and resources. 

about the instructor

         Mr. Archer has taught in the Saddleback Valley Unified School District for 32 years. Because he has both English and math credentials, over the years, he has taught a variety of curricula at a variety of levels, honors to workshop. He has extensive experience working in block and blended curricula, most recently with the American Journey program at Mission Viejo High School. This program received national attention (and most importantly, praise from students and parents) for its innovative curriculum design and delivery. As a District Curriculum Specialist, Mr. Archer has worked with teachers throughout our district to effectively develop and deliver productive classroom experiences.

          Mr. and Mrs. Archer live in Mission Viejo and are the parents of three children, ages 24, 21 and 19. 

parent meetings

Two or three times during the year, meetings will be scheduled in the evening for parents of FAA students to gather for the latest information and a chance to talk about the program and their students. Watch for emails or flyers home with more details

signing off

Attached is a sheet of paper to read and return regarding this snapshot of information and policies. Don’t forget to fill out the section about email. I look forward to our time of community in the El Toro Freshman Academic Advantage program.


To: Mr. Archer, FAA teacher

From: FAA students and parents

Subject: signing off on class assumptions and policies
Date: September 2010

I have read the information about the FAA program, its assumptions and policies and understand what is expected in this class. I agree to abide by all of these policies.  I promise to promptly ask questions if I am confused by anything that is required of me.

I will sign and return this entire sheet to class for credit no later than September 21, 2010.

print student name and date___________________

sign student name___________________________

print parent name and date__________________

sign parent name__________________________

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE LINES BELOW

_____  the best parent contact email is ______________________

_____  our family does not have email or prefers not to receive email

Thank you very much.

 

El Toro High School's unique learning environment 

for 9th grade advancement

To: FAA parents

From: Ron Archer, FAA teacher

Subject: signing off on class assumptions and policies
Date: September 2010

Until a couple of years ago, I also had kids in high school, so I know what it’s like to have piles of papers shoved in your direction this time of year. “Hey Dad, sign this” is usually what I heard and frankly, I was seldom very excited about looking through all of the words the teachers had crafted for me.

So I will understand if you quickly sign the sheet at the end of this packet for your student to also sign and return to school. But because the FAA program is a special opportunity for your student to use to take full advantage of his or her 9th grade year, promise me that you’ll bust out a cup or coffee, tea or water in the next couple of days and take the time to read all of what’s here. Then, if you have questions or comments, take a moment to email or call. 

The beginning of the year is the best time to understand and discuss foundations assumptions and policies—not later on when the discussion might have a more grade-centered focus.

By the way, as you sign the sheet, please be sure to include an email address if you have one or indicate that you do not have email. I hope to be in touch with announcements in the course of the year, so having an accurate email is very important.

Again, welcome to the FAA team. 
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